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Renewable energy will need more investment,
or Africa will stay dependent on fossil fuels

BY ABAY YIMERE 21 NOV 2022

Renewable equipment can be recycled

Schroder says producers must use the time at their disposal to consider the best
solutions for the future disposal of the equipment they install now. However, producers
already have existing obligations under the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
Regulations, which came into effect in May 2021.

These regulations aim to ensure that producers are accountable for the entire life cycle
of the products they place on the market, from conception to post-consumer waste
disposal.

Schroder says South Africa does have the capacity to recycle solar and wind
generation and storage equipment. Between 80% and 90% of a wind turbine can be
recycled, including the concrete and steel used to build turbine towers. Similarly, the
glass and aluminium frame of a solar panel makes up more than 80% of its weight and
both these materials can easily be recycled. Battery storage systems of all chemistries
are recycled in South Africa.

Compliance with EPR regulations will help to ensure that equipment at the end of its life
cycle is channelled to the appropriately licenced facilities.

— Second annual Solar Power Africa conference
== to explore strategies for energy security

5 DEC 2022

Impact on environment
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Circular Energy wants to help producers to care for the environment through a multi- Patrick Morutlwa appointed
. PP

faceted, best-practice strategy, she says: “PROs like Circular Energy can offer group COO of Implats

producers advice and services to help them to comply with regulations and contribute
to putting in place the concept of a circular economy that can unlock opportunities for
growth and employment.” MORE... SUBMIT NEWS
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